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Z EC H. vii. 8, 9, 10, 11, 12. 


And the Word of the LORD came unto Zechariah, 
ſaying, oe i 
a” ſpeaketh the LORD of Hoſts, ſaying, Execute true 
Judgment, and ſhew Mercy and Compaſſions every Man to 
his Brother. ie pore can he ; 
And oppreſs not the Widow, nor the Fatherleſs, the Stran- 
ger, nor the Poor, and let none of you imagine Evil againſt 
His Brother in your Heart. 
But they refuſed to hearken, and pulled away the Shoulder, 
and ſtopped their Ears, that they ſhould not hear. 
Tia, they made their Hearts as an Adamant-Stone, leſt 
they ſhould hear the Law, and the Words which the LORD 
of Hoſts hath ſent in his Spirit by the former Prophets : 
Therefore came a great Wrath from the LOKD of Hoſts. 


HESE Verſes are a Part of the Anſwer the 
Lok gave by the Prophet Zechariah unto 
the Meſſengers of his Nation, Sherezer and 
Regem-melech ; who were ſent with their At- 
tttendants, either from the Jews ſtill remaining 
in Babylon, or from thoſe inhabiting ſome remote Part of 
Judea, unto the Temple rebuilding at Feruſalem, to pray 
before the Log, and to inquire of his Prieſts and ow. 
(53 N | Pl ets 
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phets there, concerning the ſeveral monthly Faſts they 
had kept, during the Time of the Captivity ; and parti- 
cularly that of the fifth Month, obſerved in ſad Remem- 
brance of the burning of the Temple, which happened 
at that Seaſon, and to know whether they ſhould keep 
it up ſtill, or not, as you may ſee in the three firſt Verſes 
of this Chapter. | co or ·‚?́ X’Tł 
And now, in Anſwer to this Enquiry, The Lox, in 
the firſt Place, expoſtulates with them about theſe Faſts, 
whether there was any Thing of real Religion in them, 
any true Regard at all to him, and they had beef 
kept in a Manner agreeable to his Will, or whether, as 
they were undertaken of themſelves, and were Faſts of 
their own appointing, they were not kept wholly in their 
own Way, and did not terminate entirely in themſelves, 
in ſome low, baſe and ſelfiſh Deſigns, without any Thing 


of that real Piety, Humility and Repentance which are the 
main Things be regands ins Fall. nie: 
He appeals to themſelves, and puts it again to their 
own Conſciences whether this had not been the Caſe, of 
the Faſts they had kept, for theſe ſo many Years, Verſes 
5, 6, 7. When ye faſted and mourned in the fifth and ſe- 
venth Month, even thoſe Seventy Years, did ye at all faſt 
uniome, &c? And then, in the Verſes I have choſen for 
the Subje& of the preſent Diſcourſe; he tells them fur- 
ther, what were the Things he mainly requir'd and moſt 
of all inſiſted upon, viz. A real Reformation of their 
Lives and Manners, and a careful Obſervance of his Com- 
mands, eſpecially in the Practice of Truth and Righteouſ- 
neſs to all, and particularly to the Widow and Fatherleſs, 
to the Stranger and Poor, who were leaſt of all able to 
defend and right themſelves, and whom therefore he hath 
bimſelf taken under his more eſpecial Tutelage and Care, 
and expects that others ſhould do ſo too, eſpecially ſuch 
as are under him put in Places of Power and Authority a- 
mong a People; and that they ſhould be ſo far from in- 
juring and oppreſſing of them, that they ſhould be the 
faithful Guardians of their Perſons and Intereſts, and 
. 3 "as 
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do them Juſtice, and ſhew Mercy, and exerciſe Compaſ- 
ſion to them, as their ſad Caſes, may call for. Verſes 
8, 9, 10. And the Word of the LORD, came unto Zecha- 
riah, ſaying, Thus ſpeaketh the LORD of Hoſts, ſaying, 
Execute true Judgment, and ſhew Mercy, and Compaſſions, 

every Man to his Brother , and oppreſs not the Widow, 
nor the Fatherleſs, the Stranger, nor the Poor, &c. 

And then, He tells them, theſe were the Things, in 


which both their Fathers and they had been very groſly 


defective, and that they had perſiſted and hardened them- 
ſelves in their Wickedneſs in Deſpite of all the Precepts 
and Penalties of his Law, of the Warnings, Admo- 
nitions and Exhortations to Repentance and Obedience, 
he had ſent them, by his Spirit, in the Prophets ; and that 
it was for theſe Things, he had viſited their Fathers, and 
them, with his Judgments, had burnt their former Tem- 
p'c and City, and carried them into a long and grievous 
e Verſes 11, 12, 13. But they refuſed to bearken 
pulled away the Shoulder, and ſtopped their Ears that 
they ſhould not hear. Yea they made their Heart as an 
Adamant, the hardeſt Kind of Stone, leſt they ſhould hear 
the Law, and the Words which the LORD f Hoſts hath. 
ſent in his Spirit, by the former Prophets, &c. Therefore 
came à great Wrath from the LORD of Hoſts. That 


theſe Sins, had brought the Wrath of the LORD 


upon their Fathers and them ; and therefore it was not 
mere Faſting that would remove the Wrath of GOD from 


them, and reſtore them to his Favour. Twas not for 


their not having Days of Faſting that their City and Tem- 
ple were burnt, and they driven away and held in- Capti- 


_ vity, for ſo long a Time, but for Want of true Repen- 


tance and Reformation, of true Judgment, and Mercy, 
and Compaſhon, &c. 

And therefore that their principal Inquiry and Concern 
ought in all Reaſon, to have been about theſe Things, and 
not about their Faſts, which have no Goodnels in them, 
without theſe Fruits of Righteouſneſs meet for Repentance, 
nor are of Advantage any farther than * are * 
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of, and are accompanied, and followed with them ; and 
if they were once brought to a thorough Reformation in 
theſe werghtier Matters of the Law, Righteouſneſs, Faith 
ar Fidelity, and Charity, &c, the Ground of GOD's 
Controverſy with them would be removed, and ſo the Oc- 
caſion of theſe their Faſts, about which they were ſo ſol- 
Jicitous, ſuperſeded and taken away, and they of Courſe: 
be laid aſide, or rather turn'd into Days of Feaſting and 
T hankſgiving for the Favours of GOD to them: But 
that all their Faſts, without this true Amendment of their 


Ways, and the Practice of Truth and Judgment, &c. 
would avail nothing at all. | EY | i DOD 


The Words, thus opened, ſuggeſt ſeveral Obſervations 


to us, very proper for our Conſideration, on the preſent 
Solemnity. 


Obſerv. I. That particular Perſons and a People in ge- 
neral may be more concerned about keeping Faſts, and 
making outward Shews of Humiliation and Devotion- 
than about a real Repentance and Reformation, true Fudg- 
ment, Mercy and Compaſſion. 

Thus we learn from my Text and Context it was with 
the People of Iſrael; they preſently upon the burning of 
their Temple and City, and their Removal into Captivity, 
appointed Monthly Faſts in forrowful Remembrance af 
the feveral Advances of their Deſolation, and the Tokens 

of Divine Anger therein diſcovered, and continued to 
obſerve them, without Intermiſſion, till their Reſtoration, 
and the re building of their City and Temple, was ſo 
far accompliſhed ; when they began to have ſome Scru- 
ple in their Minds about the Expedience of keeping 
them any longer. But even then, they would not ven- 
ture to omit them ' till they had by their Meſſengers in 
a publick and ſolemn Manner preſented themſelves and 
prayed before the Lox p, and aſked Direction of the 
Prieſts and Prophets at Jeruſalem; ſo very ſcrupulous were 
they, ſo captious of offending in this Matter of their Faſts,! 


C 
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and ſo ready to have continued them ſtill, ſnould it have 
been ſo determined. 

Whereas alas! they had little Thought about that, 
which was of unſpeakably greater Importance, a real Re- 
pentance of thoſe crying Sins and Immoralities, which 
had incenſed the divine Anger againſt them, and a tho- 
rough Reformation and Amendment of their Ways; a 
breaking off their Sins by Righteouſneſs, and their Iniquities 
by ſhewing Mercy to the Poor, & c: Or in the Words of 
the Text, Executing true Judgment, and ſhewing Mercy and 
Compaſſions every Man to his Brother, &c. Theſe were 
Matters they overlooked as of little or no Importance. 
Their grand Sollicitude and Enquiry was about their 
Faſts, not about a Reformation of their Hearts and Lives. 

| We learn allo from other Paſſages in their Story, how 
very ready they were to keep Faſts, and to make ſolemn 
Profeſſions, and Shews of Humiliation, &c; To bow down 
their Head as a Bulruſh, and to ſpread Sackcloth and Aſbes 
under them, to rent their Garments, &c; without any Re- 
gard to true Humility and Brokenneſs of Heart, and to 
a Reformation of their Lives, and that inſtead thereof they 
would at the ſame Time give the fulleſt Indulgence to 
their abominable Luſts, and even make their very Faſts 
but an Occaſion and Covert of the vileſt Sins and Im- 
moralities; Faſting for Strife and Debate, and to fmite 
with the Fiſt of Wickedneſs, &c; As you may ſee in the 
58th Chapter of 1/aiah and elſewhere. SE, 
And indeed, Mankind have been ever diſpoſed, to place 
the great Streſs of Religion in ſome mere Circumſtances 
and Modalities, or in the poſitive Inſtitutions and inſtru- 
mental Parts of it; and to be very curious and inquiſi- 
tive about theſe Things of leſſer Conſequence, whilſt they 
are willingly ignorant of Matters of vaſtly greater Impor- 
tance, and very eaſy and indifferent about them. 

How often do we find Perſons coming with a great 
Appearance of Zeal and Gravity to enquire of the Prieſts, 
the Lon p' Minifters, about ſome of the minuter Things in 
Religion a the Jes did abour their Flt, ſaying, ll 7 
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do this, or that, &c? But bey do not ask the Ordinances 
of Juſtice, and the Way to become truly virtuous and! 
good; or if they do fo, yet do it but hypocritically, and 
without any real Deſire and Deſign to obſerve: it, as 
GOD complains, the People of 1{rael did, 1/a. lviii. 2. 
And how many are there in every Generation who buſy 
themſelves principally about the mere Circumſtantials and: 
Appendages of Religion, or at beſt in the inſtrumental 
Duties of it, Attendance on the Inſtitutions of Divine 
Worſhip, keeping Days of Faſting, &c; with little or no 
Regard to the great End of theſe Things, a real Refor- 
mation of what is amiſs, and true Holineſs of Heart 
and Life. For theſe bodily Exerciſes and Severities, 
though they may ſeem ſomewhat tedious and irkſome,. 
are, however, much eaſier than a real Contrition and 
Brokenneſs of Heart, a true and deep Repentance, andy 
a univerſal Obedience to the Divine Laws; and therefore 
Men have been all along apt to betake themſelves to 
thoſe Things to quiet their Conſciences, and to appeaſe: 
the divine Anger, and procure Acceptance with GOD; 
and if they can but work themſelves up to a great Zeal 
and Activity in theſe Matters, they are ready to look 
upon themfelves as having offer'd a ſufficient Atone- 
ment and Commutation to GOD, for their want of real 
Vertue and Goodneſs ; and to act as if they imagined: 
they might now go on in Wickedneſs with Impunity- 
with Regard to GOD, and without Jealouſy or Suſpicion: 
from Men. So the Jews in our Saviour's Time, and 
eſpecially the Phariſees, faſted often, made long Prayers, 
and tith'd Mint, Anniſs and Cummin, &c. but omitted; 
tbe weightier Matters of the Law, Judgment, Mercy and 
Fidelity, and under the extraordinary Appearance and 

Pretext: of Religion devoured Widows Honſes, &c. 
I come. to the ſecond Obſervation I ſhall make from 


© Obferw. II. That 2 12a! Reformation and Obedience; 
particularly: in the. Inſtances. mentioned. in my Text, of 
e ek executing 
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executing true Judgment, ſhewing Mercy and Compaſſions, 
*&c, are what GOD requires above Fats and all external 
'Shews of Humiliation and Devotion; and, without this, 


the moſt ſpecious Profeſſions and Appearances of Devo- 


tion and Humiliation will not be regarded by him. This 
is plainly intimated in my Text and Context; where we 
find, when the Fews came to enquire about the keeping 
up their Faſts, the Logp tells them, by the Prophet, 
that ſuch. Faſts as theſe, which were not accompanied 
with Obedience to his Law, were no Faſts to him; that 
he had nothing in them, nor were they of any Account 
with him. Ver. 5. When ye faſted and mourned in the 
"fifth and ſeventh Month, even thoſe ſeventy Years, did ye 
'at all faſt unto me, even to me ? And he bids them exe- 
cute true Judgment, and ſhew Mercy and Compaſſion, &c; 
as if he had ſaid, theſe are the Things I chiefly require 
and am pleaſed with; and not ſo much your Faſts and 
external Humiliations, nor theſe at all any farther than 
they are productive of and attended with theſe Things. 
And if your Fathers and you had been obedient to my 
Laws, and had hearkened to the Words which I cried. 
Ey the former Prophets, &c, there would have been no 
Occaſion at all for theſe your Faſts; and even now, if 
vou will but become a willing and obedient People, your 
Fats will be needleſs, and you may eat that which is 
good, and let your Soul delight it ſelf in Fatneſs, and turn 
thoſe Days of Sorrow and Abſtinence into chearful Feaſts. 
So that we ſee from hence, it is true Obedience and not 
ſo much Fas, which the Lorp requires; a hearty and a 


univerſal Obedience to his Laws. For tho' only ſome 


ſpecial Inſtances of Obedience are here particularly men- 


tioned, in which *tis likely the Jews were at this Time 


moſt grolly defective, yet according to the uſual Style and 
'Method of Scripture in ſuch Caſes and all others, a uni- 
'verſal Purity both of Heart and Life are implied, which 
are more fully expreſſed and particularly required in other 


"Places—as the purifying their Hearts from Wickedneſs, 


and from vain Thoughts and Imaginations. Jer. 4. 14. 
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O Jeruſalem, waſh thine Heart from Wickedneſs, that thou 
mayeſt be ſaved: How long ſhall thy vain Thoughts lodge 
within thee ? The cleanſing of both their Hearts and 
Lives from Sin. Ifai. i. 16, &c. Waſh ye, make ye clean, 
&c. and Iſai. Iv. 7. Let the Wicked forſake his Way, and 
the unrighteous Man his Thoughts, &c. Throughly amend- 
ing their Ways and their Doings. Jer. 7. 5. 

But ſince GOD himſelf hath particularly mentioned ſe- 
veral Inſtances of Obedience which he more eſpecially, re- 
quires and delights in, I will, 

In the rſt Place particularly, but very briefly, open 

the Nature of them. And then, 


2. Shew that GOD requires and regards true Obedi- 


ence, and eſpecially theſe Inſtances of it, above Faſts and 
all. Profeſſions of Humiliation, &c. Yea, that theſe, how 
great and ſolemn ſoever, without ſuch an Obedience, are 
of no Account with him. | 

To begin then: _ 

Thus ſaith the LORD of Hoſts, execute true Fudgment : 
This implies, in the firſt Place, their having juſt and righ- 
teous Laws for the Rule and Enforcement of Juſtice and 
Equity among them; and then ſecondly, the admini- 
ſtring Judgment truly, faithfully and ſeaſonably, accord- 
ing to thoſe Laws; judging and ſeeking Judgment, and 
baſting Righteouſneſs, as in Iſai. xvi. 3. That Judges, and 


ſuch as are in the executive Truſt, do without Prejudice, 


Partiality or Corruption give true Sentence, and diligently 
and faithfully put the good Laws in Execution. — And 


ſhew Mercy and Compaſſions, every Man to bis Brotber: 


Not only do Juſtice, but love Mercy; and think it not 
enough that you don't in any thing go beyond, and defraud 


your Brother; that you don't grind and oppreſs him, but 


be ye moreover, every Man full of Mercy and Compaſſi- 
ons to his Brother, ready to help and relieve him, as his 


Caſe may require. This is every Man's Duty, and let 


& it be every ones Practice. And oppreſs not the Widow, 
nor the Fatherleſs, the Stranger, nor the Poor — as if he 


bad ſaid, eſpecially don't oppreſs theſe, either in Courſe of 


Law, 


24 
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Law, or Commerce; be not unkind or unmerciful to them, 
who are leaſt of all able to defend and take care of them- 
ſelves; and whom, therefore, I have taken under my more 
eſpecial Patronage and Care: And I now give you warning, 
as I have often done before, not to injure and oppreſs 
them in any wiſe ; for if you do ſo, I my ſelf will ſurely 
vindicate their Cauſe, and moſt terribly avenge the ill 
Uſage of them, with mine own Hand.— And let none of 
you imagine evil againſt his Brother in your Heart; Don't 
e think ill of bim, entertain not unreaſonable Jealouſies 
or Suſpicions of his State or Conduct, nor raſhly judge 
his Heart, condemn him for a Hypocrite, an ill- deſign- 


ing Man, &c, making thy ſelf a Judge of evil T, boughts. 


Nor wiſh ill to thy Brother, nor plot Evil againſt him, 
e nor contrive how to get the Advantage of him, to op- 
preſs and injure him, cither in a Proceſs of Law, or in 
your Dealings and Intercourſes with him ; Beware that 
there be not a Thought in thy wicked Heart, againſt thy Bro- 
ther, as it is expreſſed, Deut. xv. 9. Theſe are the In- 


ſtances of Obedience, particularly mentioned in the Text, 


as what we find GOD himſelf lays a mighty Streſs upon, 
and moſt earneſtly requires in a People. 

Which brings me to ſay, : 

2. That GOD requires and regards ſuch an Obedience, 

and eſpecially the particular Inſtances that have been 


mentioned, above Faſts and all external Shews of Humi- 


tation and Devotion; and that, without ſuch an Obedi- 


ence, theſe are all of no Account with him. 


And this will appear if we conſider, 

(1.) That ſuch an Obedience is of greater Importance 
in it ſelf than Faſts, &c. Real Sincerity and Purity of 
Heart is the Source of all true Obedience, and out of it, 
are the Iſſues of Life. And the Obſervance of moral 
Duties, eſpecially thoſe of true Judgment and Righteouſneſs, 
of Mercy and Compaſſion, &c. is of greater Uſe and Im- 
portance than the keeping Faſts and obſerving any poſi- 
tive Inſtitutions ; theſe are but in order to them, and 


therefore they muſt be more excellent and important 


as | 


— 
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as the End muſt in Reaſon be ſuppoſed to be more 
valuable, than the Means uſed for the obtaining of it. 
And if thoſe moral Duties are of more Worth and Im- 
portance in themſelves, it is certain they are more highly 1 
eſteem' q, and more earneſtly required by GOD; For bz 3 
"cannot but approve the Things that are more excellent. A 
2.) Theſe Virtues make us moſt like to the bleſſed 
\GOD, and therefore 'tis evident he moſt of all requires i 
and regards them. *Tis in theſe Virtues of Purity, of ot 
Truth and Righteouſneſs, of Mercy, Compaſſions, &c, that 8 
we reſemble GOD, and become Partakers of the Divine 
Nature, &c. We are after GOD created in Righteouſneſs, 
and true Holineſs, Eph.iv.24. We are to be holy, as GOD 
#s holy, 1 Pet. i. 15. Merciful, as he is merciful, Mat. v. 


1 — 72 5 ot. ; 
* _ * * Ne 
— 


48. And ſo perfect as our Father which is in Heaven is ] 
Perfect. Luke vi. 36. = } 
+ Theſe are the moral Perfections and Glories of the J 
divine Nature, and herein doth he principally delight ; 

and to know him ſo as to imitate him herein, is our great- 


-eft Honour, and what we ſhould value our ſelves upon 
more than upon all worldly Wiſdom, or Might, or Riches, 
Jer. ix. 23, 24. Thus ſaith the LORD; let not the wiſe 
Man glory in his Wiſdom , neither let the mighty Man 
Flory in his Might ;, let not the rich Man glory in his 
i Riches ; but let him that glorieth glory in this, that he un- 
derſtandeth and knoweth me, that I am the LORD which 
"exerciſe Loving- Kindneſs, Judgment and Righteouſneſs in the 
Earth , for in theſe Things I delight, ſaith the LORD. 
Which brings me to ſay, tha 
( 3.) We may learn from the Declarations of GOD 
in the ſacred Scripture, at what a low Rate Faſts and re- 
-ligious Services &c, paſs with him, in Compariſon with 
and abſtracted from Obedience to the great Precepts of his 
Law, and particularly true Judgment, &c. We may behold 
there, that to obey is better than Sacrifice ; and to hearken, 
"than the Fat of Rams, 1 Sam. xv. 22. May go and learn what 
that means, I will have Mercy and not Sacrifice. You may 
there plainly fee how contemptuoully the great Gop Tun 
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both of religious Faſts and Feſtivals, in Compariſon with, 
and ſeparated from ſuch an Obedience as hath been menti- 
oned, 1ſai. i. 11. &c. And Chap. Ivini. 4,5,6,7. Behold ye 
Faſt for Strife and Debate, and to ſmite with the it of 
Wickedneſs, &c. Is it ſuch a Faſt that I have choſen ? a Day 
or a Man to affli bis Soul? Is it to bow down, or wave his 
Head as a Bulruſh, and to ſpread Sackcloth and Aſhes under 
bim? Wilt thou call this a Fat, is it worthy of that Name, 


an acceptable Day to the LoD? Is not this the Faſt tbat 


J have choſen ? to loſe the Bands of Wickedneſs, to undo 
the heavy Burdens, and to let the Oppreſſed go free, &c#' 
I it not to deal thy Bread to the Hungry, &c ? i. e. are not 
theſe the neceſſary Diſpoſitions and Effects of the Faſt 
that I have choſen ?—So Jer. vii. 21, 22, 23. Thus ſaith the. 
Lord of Hoſts, the GOD of Iſrael, put your Burnt-Offer- 
ings unto your Sacriſices; and eat Fleſh,h.e.take thoſe which 


are peculiar and wholly to be burnt unto me, and put them 


unto your Sacrifices, which you are allowed to eat of your 
ſelves ; take them all, and do what you will with them; 
and eat them both together; I have no Regard for them: 
for their own Sakes, and as you now bring them. For. 
I ſpake not unto your Fathers, nor commanded them in the 


Day that I brought them out of the Land of Egypt, concern- 


ing Burnt-Offerings and Sacrifices, I did not principally, 
nor comparatively, at all deſire or command thoſe ; But: 
this Thing commanded 1 them, ſaying, Obey my Voice, and I 


will be your GOD, and ye ſhall be my People, &c. So- 


Amos v. 21, 22, 23, 24. hate, I deſpiſe your Feat. Days, 
and I will not ſmell in your ſolemn Aſſemblies, though ye' 
Offer me Burnt. Offerings, and your Meat-Offerings, I will not 
arcept them &c. But let Judgment run down as Waters and. 
Righteouſneſs as a mighty Stream, and in many other Places 
to the ſame Purpoſe, —And therefore it is obſervable when 
the People of 1/#az came to Inquire about the keeping 
their Faſts, GOD tells them in the Verſe before my 


Text, they ſfbuld' have heard the Words, which the 


Lorp cried by the former Prophets, when Jeruſalem was 
:nbavited; Er: intimating to them, that if they had done 


ſo, 
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ſo, they would have had little Need to have given them- 
felves the Trouble of coming up to Jeruſalem on this 
Errand ; for they might have learnt from them, at what 
a low Rate ſuch Kind of Faſts, and all formal Services 
| paſs with GOD in compariſon with, and ſeparated from 

Obedience to the great and momentous Precepts of the 
Law ; and that ſuch Faſts as theſe were declared, and 
found in fact, inſufficient to keep off Deſtruction from 
them when Jeruſalem was inhabited, and in Proſperity ;; 


and therefore they might be ſure would not avail to deliver 


them from the Judgments of Heaven now that the 
were actually come upon them. Ver. 7. Should ye not hear 
the Words which the Loxp hath cried, by the former 


Prophets, when Jeruſalem was inhabited, and in Projperi ty, 
and the Cities thereof round about her, &9c, 


But this brings me to the third and laſt Obſervation 
I ſhall make from the Words. 


. OBſerv, III. That if a People will be obſtinate, and not 
| hearken to the Precepts and Warnings given by the 

Se1r1iT of GOD in his Word, and the Miniſtry thereof, 
and be obedient, particularly in the Inſtances that have 
been mentioned, the Judgments of GOD will break in and 
continue upon them, notwithſtanding all their Faſts and 
Profeſſions of Piety, Humility, &c. Such the Loxo tells 
us, by his Prophet, in the Text, was the Temper and 
Carriage of his People Jael, and ſuch their Fate, not- 
withſtanding the many Faſts and ſolemn Aſſemblies, they 


had before, as well as in their Captivity, Verſe 11, &c. 
But they refuſed to hearken, and pulled away the Shoulder, 


and ſtopped their Ears, &c. Therefore came à great Wrath 
re m the LORD of Hoſts. 


So GOD had often told them, = the Mouth of his 
Pro phets, it ſhould be with them, if they perſiſted in their 


Obſtinacy and Unrighteouſneſs, 8 Sen Ait pro- 
umili- 


claimed Faſts ſo often, and made great Shews 


ation and Devotion; and tells them not to deceive them 
ſelves with theſe T huge, but to reform and amend their 


Ways, 


7 
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Ways, if they would appeaſe his Anger, and turn away 
his Judgments from them, Fer. vii. 4, 5, 6, 7. Thus 
* ſaith the LORD of Hoſts, the GOD of Iſrael, amend 
* your Ways and your Doings, and I will cauſe you to 
« dwell in this Place. Truſt ye not in lying Words, 
« ſaying, The Temple of the Lob, the Temple of the 
« Loxzp, are theſe. Forif ye throughly amend your 
« Ways and your Doings ; if you throughly execute 
Judgment, between a Man and his Neighbour ; if ye 
« oppreſs not the Stranger, the Fatherleſs, and'the Wi- 
do-. ;— Then will I cauſe ycu to dwell in this Place, 
© &c. Behold ye truſt in lying Words. Will ye ſteal, 


murder, &c. and come and ſtand before me in this 


„ Houſe, which is called by my Name, and ſay we are 
« delivered to do all theſe Abominations ** ? And he 
bids them “ go unto his Place which is in Shiloh, where 


ehe ſet his Name at the firſt, and ſee what he did to it, 


& for the Wickedneſs of his People; and tells them he 
* would do to their Houſe, as he did to that, i. e. would 
« deſtroy it, if they did not reform their Ways,“ Ver. 
12, &c. 

So Chapt. xxi. 12, 1 3. © Execute Judgment in the 


.66 Morning, i i. e. ſpeedily and ſeaſonably, and deliver him 


“that is ſpoil'd out of the Hands of the Oppreſſor, left 


% my Fury go out like FIRE AND BURN, THAT NONE 


** CAN QUENCH It 3 becauſe of the Evil of your Doing.“ 
And Chapt. xx. 3. Thus ſaith the LORD, 

£ execute ye Judgment and Righteouſneſs, and deliver 
* the ſpoiPd, &c. and do no Wrong, do no Violence to 
* the Stranger, the Fatherleſs, nor the Widow. But if 
& ye will not hear theſe Words, I ſwear by my ſelf, faith 
< the LORD, that this Houſe ſhall become a Deſola; 
< tion.? And what he had ſpoken with his Mouth, 


he did fo fulfil ; a ſummary * affecting Account of 


which, we have recorded, 2 Chron. xxxvi. 14, &c. 

And GOD reminds his People of it, in the Begin. 
ning of this Prophecy of Zechariah, and bids them con- 
fider it, and be warned, _ to imitate their Fathers, in 

their 
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their Obſtinacy and Diſobedience, leſt they ſhould reſem- 
ble them alſo, in their Puniſhment. Zech. i. 2. &c. And 
thefe Things were written, and done unto them, for the 
Admonition and Warning of other People alſo, that they 


may look upon them, and receive Inſtruction, and know, 


and fee the Truth of what the wiſe Preacher, long ſince, 
obſerved, That if there be the Oppreſſion of the poor and 
violent perverting of Judgment and Juſtice in a Province, 
he that is higher than the higheſt regardeth it, and will ſure- 
ly viſit them therefor ;, and there be higher than they, 


I have now ſpoken to the ſeveral Obſervations, I pro- 
pofed to make from the Text. 


W hat remains is the Application. 


I. What we have heard may ſerve to ſhew us the 
Reaſons of the Rebukes of Heaven that have been, and 
are ſtill upon us, as a People. SINE 

_ GOD hath for many Years, and in a great Variety 
of Ways, been teſtifying againſt us, and eſpecially hath 
he done ſo more lately, and particularly in the Inſtances 
mentioned in the Proclamation for this Day's Solemnity, 
viz. © In the continued and growing Calamities of the 
War; and the many Difficulties and Embarraſſments 
* which attend our Publick Affairs, and in the ſignal 
& Frown of Divine Providence in the Deſtruction of the 
« Court- Houſe by Fire, and therein of a great Part of 
© the publick Records of the Province, and other uſe- 
% ful and valuable Writings.“ And now what is the 
Cauſe of theſe Things ? And wherefore hath the LORD 
done thus unto his People, andto this Houſe ? What mean- 
eth the Heat of this great Anger? 


Is it not for our diſregarding the Word and Spi- 


rit of GOD, and our Obſtinacy and Diſobedience, eſpeci- 


ally, in not executing true Judgment, and ſhewing Mercy and 


Compaſſions, every Man to his Brother, &c ? 
Was there ever more Ixjuſtice and Unrighteouſnefs in a 
Country, than in this? And 1s it not occaſioned, more 


eſpecially 
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eſpecially by an uncertain and ſinking Paper-Medium? ! 
which circulating through the Land, doth I fear, ſpread 
Injuſtice, in all Parts of it, and ſadly corrupt and endan- | 
ger the whole Political Body. 

We find GOD complaining moſt grievouſly, of his 
People Iſrael, Amos viii. 5. for their not dealing with juſt 
Meaſures and Weights according to the fixed Standard. 
And their fal/ffying the Ballances by Deceit, that is, per- 
verting and altering their Weights and Ballances, as they 
would; ſo that there was no fix'd and honeſt Meaſures, 
and Weights, either for the Commodities bought, or for 
the Money paid, but 'twas all uncertain and deceitful ; 
and they that dealt with them were wronged continually, 
they knew not what : And all this under the Colour and 
Pretence of Exactneſs in doing Juſtice ; they would mea- 
ſure their Corn, and weigh their Money, and call it ſo 
much, when they knew, in their own Conſciences, it was 
not, what *twas pretended to be, but far otherwiſe : and 
ſuch like Inſtability, either in the Meaſure of Commodi- 
ties, or in the Weight and Value of Money, is a moſt 
dreadful Injuſtice. *Tis a Perverſion of that which, a- 
mong all Nations, hath been looked upon, as the Rule 
and Meaſure of Juſtice, in Commerce ; and a making 
what ſhould be, a Standard and Proof of Equity in Deal- 
ing, the grand Source and Engine of Wrong and Injuſ- 
tice. And, if that which is the univerſal Meaſure of E- 
quity be variable and wrong, how Great is that Wrong? 
And fo provoking is this to the Righteous LORD, who 
loveth Righteouſneſs, and hateth Iniquity, that he ſeverely 
threatned hisPeople therefor,and ſware by the *Excellenc 
of Jacob, he would not forget their Works, but that their 
* Land ſhould tremble for this, and every one mourn, that 
* dwelleth therein, Ver. 7, &c.” So in the vi. Chapter 
of Micah 6. &c. Where this People are repreſented, as 
making Shews of Humiliation and Repentance, ſaying, 
„ Wherewith ſhall I come before the LORD, and bow 
« my ſelf before the High GOD ? Shall I come before 
him with Burat-Offerings, &c? And GOD had ſhew- 
Sl | LS - 6 
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ed them, by the Prophet, what he required of them, 
ramely, ?o do Juſtice, &c. he faith and are there yet, i. e. 
after ſuch Pretences to Repentance, * The Treaſures of 
Wickedneſs, in the Houſe of the Wicked, and the ſcant 
** Meaſure which is abominable? ſhall I count them pure 
* with the wicked Ballances,”* &c. Ver. 10? 

And now, I would humbly propoſe, to be conſidered, 
what Difference there is in Point of Wrong done, between 
receiving Money which is fixed, and ſteady in it ſelf, by 
uncertain, and unſteady Weights and Ballances; and re- 
ceiving that by certain Tale or nominal Sum which in 
it ſelf fails of what it pretends to be, is uncertain, and 
continually altering and changing, we know not how much 
in its Value? In the one Caſe, the Defect is in the Weights 
and Ballances; and in the other, the Defect is in the Cur- 
rency itſelf : but are they not both alike, a Wrong, and 
Injuſtice, and ought not the honeſt Sufferer, in the latter 
Caſe as well as in the former, to have his Damage made 
good to him ? | | 

And what a dreadful Prevalence is there, of Cruelty, 
and unmerciful Oppreſſion, in our Land; and is not the 
Inſtability of our Medium, one grand Source of this? for 
Men, finding the Currency ſinking, and having no Way 
to right themſelves therefor, but by altering and adjuſt- 
ing the Prices of Things, to what they ſuppoſe to be the 
Decreaſe, of the Value of the Bills, and ſo being left at 
Liberty to judge and determine their own Cauſe, and that 
without knowing the real Proportion and Degree of the 
finking of the Medium, Men of little Conſcience, from a 
covetous and encroaching Principle, are apt, in every Ad- 
vance, to riſe too high, in their Demands; and the Plea, 
and Occafion for altering, being ſo frequent, and in every 
Alteration, they being ſo apt to riſe above a due Pitch, 
and Proportion, it comes to paſs, that at Length, they 
get to a dreadful Height of Injuſtice and Oppreſſion, as 

we ſee at this Day. . 

And thus, Men ſeem to be let looſe, to oppreſs and 
prey upon one another; and the Crafty and 9 
+ | ave 
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have made Advantages of the ſinking of the Medium, and 
of the Badneſs of the Times; whilſt the Honeſt and Un- 
deſigning, the Widow, the Fatherleſs, and the Body of the 
Miniſtry, and many other Salary Men in the Land, have 
been wronged of a great Part of their Intereſt, and Liv- 
ings, to their no little Grief and Diſtreſs. 

And indeed, have not the Foundations been ſo out of 
Courſe, by the Inflability of our Medium, that the Righteous 
themſelves have not known what to do, how to ſecure their 
own [ntereſts, and to do Juſtice to others ? And that he, 
that would depart from Iniquity, hath been in Danger of 
making himſelf a Prey ? 

And hath not a loud Cry of Injuſtice and Oppreſſion, 
eſpecially of the /idows and Orphans, who are the parti- 
cular Care of the Great Ruler of the World, and ſhould 
be ſo, of all Human Governments too, gone up to Heaven ? 
And if Men don't hear them, when they cry out of Wrong, 
GOD hath declared, he certainly will, and moſt terribly 
puniſh thoſe, that injure and defraud them, Exod. xxii. 
22, 23, 24. Ye ſhall not afflit any Wipow, or Fa- 
„ THERLESS CHILD. If thou afflict them, in any WISE, 
„and they cry AT ALL unTo Mx; I will SurELY 
hear their Cry ; and my Wrath ſhall wax hot, and I 
will kill you with the Sword, and your Wives fhall 
be Widows, and your Children FaTrerLEss.” And 
Deu. x. 18. For the Loxp your GOD is a GOD of 
Gods, and Logp of Lords, and Great, and Mighty, 
* and Terrible, which regardeth not Perſons, &c. He 
* doth execute the Judgment of the Fatherleſs and Wi- 
„ dow, &c. £ 

And now, Are not theſe Things the grand Cauſes of 
the Judgments of Heaven upon our Land ? 

The Loxp viſited his People of old, and his Soul was 
avenged upon them, for their Injuſtice, Unfaithfulneſs, 
Oppreſſion, &c. Ja. lix. 4, 14, &c. He complains, 
None calleth for Juſtice, nor any pleadeth for Truth. 
** —And Judgment is turned away backward, and Juſtice 
= ſtandeth-afar off, for Truth is fallen in the Street, and 


Equity 
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* Equity cannot enter. Yea Truth faileth, and he that 
** departeth from Evil, maketh himſelf a Prey. And the 
* Lokp ſaw it, and it diſpleaſed him, that there was no 
Judgment.“ — So Fer. v. 28, 29. The 
* the Cauſe, the Cauſe of the Fatherleſs, &c. Shall 1 
* notviſit for theſe Things, ſaith the LORD; ſhall not 
my Soul be avenged on ſuch a Nation as this ?*”* And 
Floſ. iv. 1. Hear the Word of the LORD, ye 
© CHILDREN OF ISRAEL, for the LORD hath a Contro- 
<« verſy with the Inhabitants of the Land, becauſe there 
„is no Truth, nor Mercy, &c.” 5 


And if theſe Iniquities are to be found and prevail 


among us, we need not be at a Loſs about the Cauſes 


of our Troubles, but ſhall find Reaſon to expect farther 
and more terrible Judgments therefor, except we repent. 
And indeed, are not the Troubles and Perplexities we 
are now involved in, in a great Meaſure, the natural 
Effects, as well as the juſt Retributions of our Wicked- 
neſs? And are we not, by our unrighteous Manage- 
ments, our cruel Oppreſſions and preying upon one a- 


nother, bringing on publick Ruin, with our own 


Hands ; fo that if GOD ſhould only let us alone to perſiſt 
in our preſent Courſe, we ſhould, without any remark- 
able Interpoſition of Providence to correct and puniſh 
us, deſtroy our ſelves, ſhould bite and devour one another, 
and be conſumed one of another. And may not GOD 
now ſay to us, as to his ancient People Yael, under 
their Calamities, Fer. ii. 19. Thine own Wickedneſs 
<« ſhall correct thee, and thy Backſlidings ſhall reprove 
e thee : know therefore, and ſee that it is an evil 
«© Thing, and bitter, Sc.“ And Chapt. iv. 18.“ Thy 
„% Ways and thy Doings have procured theſe Things 
« unto thee, this is thy Wickedneſs, becauſe it is bit- 


<« ter, Sc.“ And we ſhould, each one of us, ſeriouſly 


conſider, how far it has been ours in particular; what 


ſhare we have had in the publick Iniquities, and in bring- 


ing the Land into its preſent grievous Diſorder and Di- 
ſtreſſes. And let me with all Humility intreat my ho- 
wy 1 nourable 


y judge not 
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nourable Fathers of the civil Government, as well as o- 
thers to do ſo at this Day. GOD hath been contending | 
with the Rulers, as well as with the whole People, in the 
ate Deſtruction of the Court. Houſe by Fire, and in the 
Durning up ſo great a Part of the Works that have been 
done there. This ſhould put all that have it here upon 
looking back and examining what hath been done amiſs 
by them there, and how far they may have been acceſſary 
to the publick Wickedneſs, Injuftice and Oppreſſion, 
and the ſad Train of Miſchiefs that have enſued ? And 
whether, as this Judgment began at their Houſe, Iniqui- 
ty hath not done ſo too, and from thence, gone forth, 
through the Land? And what may be found to have 
been amiſs, may they, and each one of us, and this 
whole People, be truly humble before the Loxp for, and 
heartily reſolve, by the Help of GOD, to reform, and 
immediately begin to do fo | | 
Which brings me to ſay, 

II. We ſee what Courſe is to be taken by us, if we 
would appeaſe the Divine Anger, and obtain Deliver- 
ance from our Troubles, namely, to repent and reform 
what is amiſs, and particularly ta execute true Judgment, 
to ſhew Mercy, &c. And Oh that this might be the 
happy Effect of our Faſting and Humiliation, this Day! 
We have had our Faſts, annual and occaſional, as the 
Fews had: But alas, what have our Faſts been? May 
not the Loop challenge us reſpecting them as he did 
the Fews concerning theirs, ſaying, When ye faſted on 
this Month, and on that, and the other, did ye at all faſt 
unto me, even unio me? He hath not ſpoken to us ſo 
much of Faſts, nor is it for want of theſe that he ſo 
reproves and puniſhes us. What he faith of the Burnt- 
Offerings and Sacrifices of Irael may be applied to us 
reſpecting our Faſts, Pſal. l. 8. © I will not reprove 
A thee for thy Sacrifices, and thy Burnt-Offerings to 
% have been continually before me:“ And he may fay 
in like Manner to us, I will not reprove thee for thy 
Fraſts and ſolemn Aſſemblies, to have been fo often before 
Su me. 
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me. But it is for our want of Sincerity in them, and of 
real Obedience accompanying and following of them, of 
executing true Judgment, and ſhewing Mercy and Compaſ- 
ſions, every Man to his Brother, &c. Theſe are the 
weightier Matters of the Law, and theſe ſhould we 
have done, and nor have left the other undone. 

Our Faſts would be very well indeed, were they at- 
tended with, and productive of theſe Things; but 
without theſe they are of no Account with GOD, nor 
Advantage to us. | 

And if we depend upon our Faſts to procure us the 
divine Favour and Help, while we live in Wickedneſs and 
Injuſtice, Fraud, Oppreſſion, &c. we do but ruſt in lying 
Words, as the Jews before us did, forecited Fer. vii. 8, 
The holy GOD will © abhor our Faſts (as he did the 
Feſtivals and Faſts of the Jews) the calling Aſſemblies he 
« will not away with, it will be Iniquity even the ſolemn 
« Meeting—And when we come to appear before him, 
& he will ſay, who hath required this at your Hands, to 
ce tread my Courts: Bring no more vain Oblatiors, &c. 

And when ye ſpread forth your Hands, I will hide my 
Eyes from you, yea, when ye make many Prayers I 
will not hear— Waſh ye, make you clean, put away 
the Evil of your Doings from before me, &c. (As in 
Ifa. i. 11,%c.) „Seek Judgment, relieve the Oppreſſed, 
judge the Fatherleſs, picad for the Widow. Come 
& now, and let us reaſon together, ſaith the LORD; 
« though your Sins be as Scarlet, they ſhall be white as 
Snow, &c. If ye be willing and obedient ye ſhall eat the 
« Good of the Land. And elſewhere. Let Judgment run 
« down as Waters. Execute true Judgment, and ſhewMercy - 
de and Compaſſions, &c. And oppreſs not the Widow, 
cc nor the Fatherleſs, &c,—Let us in theſe Things ſerve 
„ CHRIST, for he that doth fo is acceptable to GOD, 
& Rom. xiv. 10. Did not our Fathers eat and drink and 
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do Judgment, and Juſtice, and then it was well with 
« them.” And how often do we hear Men ſaying, 
« The former Times were better than now, were more 
PIN | comfortable, 
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comfortable, and that *rwas better Living then, than at 
this Day. | 

But do you enquire wiſely concerning it; and conſi- 
der how far our Iuiquities, our Unrighteouſneſs, our Un- 
faithfulneſs, Oppreſſions, &c. have made the Difference? 

O let us remember from whence wwe are fallen, repent, 
and do our firſt Works, the Works, both of PFiety, of 
Righteouſneſs, Truth, Charity, Brotherly-Nindneſs, Ecc, 
which our Forefatbers the int Settlers of this Country, 
were ſo remarkable for. Then, may we hope to ice good 

Days again, and not *till then. 

Loet us all, together and apart, fly by Faith and Prayer, 
this Day, to the Great Repxeme, heartily accepting of 
him in all his Offices, pleading for the Forgivencis of our 
manifold Iniquities, through his moſt precious Blood, ad 
for Grace io help in Time of Need — And let us turn 
from our evil Way, and from the Violence that is in our 
Hands. Let my Counſel be acceptable unto you, and break 
off your Sins by Righteouſneſs, and your Iniquities by ſhew- 
ing Mercy to the Poor; if it may be a lengthening of thy 
Tranquillity, or an healing of thy Error, as it is in the 

Margin, Dan. iv. 27. 

Let us be willing to be an honeſt People, and if there 
be firſt a truly willing Mind, it is to be hoped, though 
the Matter may now be exceeding difficult, yet it 
may be effected; otherwiſe, I fear, we ſhall ſoon be an 
undone People. And, indeed, hath not our getting into, · 
and our continuing and increaſing in the preſent ill Poſ- 
ture of Things, been owing very much to the ſame Cauſe 
that the diſordered State of 1/rae! was, mentioned in the 
Prophet, Jer. v. 31. And my People love to have it SO ? 
Hath not this been very much the Caſe with us? And: 
the Cauſe of our preſent Difficulties ? Particularly with 
Regard to the large Emiſſions, the ſinking and unſettled Va- 
lue of our Paper-Currency ? Have not Many of my People 
loved to have it ſo, finding their own private Intereſt ad- 
vanced therein, by having their Debts and Engagements 
by this Means, ne of themſelves, ſo N 
7 e that 


* * by 


5 
3 
9 
11 
1 
1 
* 
W 
N 
N 
Ne 
* 
) 
N 
9 


26 4 Faſt SERMON. 


that after a conſiderable Time of Credit (which finding 
ſo much for their Intereſt, they would be apt to make as 
long as they could) they have paid them off, with it 
may be, Three Quarters, or but Two Thirds, or even 
with but about One Half the Real Value of what was 
contracted for? 

And thus have not many made Purchaſes and increaſed 
their Eſtates, or lived in Extravagance and Prodigality, at $, 
the Expence and Wrong of the Creditors, and to the | 
great Prejudice of the publick Intereſt ? 

But it is aſked in the Prophet, And her will 

pe do in the End thereof ? A Queſtion very fit to be put 
to us, at this Day, and which did we ſeriouſly conſider, 
and ſet our felves to anſwer it, would I am apt to think, 
ſtartle us, bring us to make a Stand, and to alter the 
Courſe we are now in. | 1 

But O let me prevail ſo far now, as to per- 
ſwade all to be willing to live honeſtly, and to be able 
in Sincerity, but with Humility and Modeſty to ſay that 
they are ſo; this would be to gain an important Point. 
and a good Step towards a Reformation of what is amiſs 
among us; and a Redreſs of our Difficulties. | 

Then may we with Comfort and Faith pray for our 
ſelves, and deſire others to do ſo for us; Heb. xiii. 18. 

Pray for us, ſaith the Apoſtle, for wwe truſt we have @ 
good Conſeience, in all Things, willing to live honeſtly. In- 
*timating that!1f they had not had this Truft, bat they had 

a good Conſcience in all Things, willing to live honeſtly, it 
GT have been ſuch a folemn Mockery of GOD and 5 
Man, to have aſked the Prayers of GOD: People for 

them, that they ſhould not have ventured to have done it. 

Let each one of us then, reſolve by the Help of 
GOD, to keep fuch a good Conſcience : And 
that we will al both Rulers and People be willing 
and obedient to the great Things of GOD's Law, which 
he hath written to us. For he hath ſhewed thee 
** what is good; and what doth the LORD thy 
** GOD require of thee, but to do juſtly, and to love 

| Mercy, 
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« Mercy, and to walk humbly with thy GOD ? Behold 
« he hath taught you Statutes and Judgments, that ye 
« ſhould do ſo, in the Land which the LORD hath 
ce given you to poſſeſs it: keep therefore, and do them; 
& for this is your Wiſdom and your Underſtanding in the 
« Sight of the Nations, who ſhall hear of us and of our 
« Laws, and Religion, and ſay, Surely this is a wiſe and 
& an underſtanding People; to refer to that of Moſes 
to Iſrael, Deut. iv. 5,6. And that they may not de- 
ſpiſe and reproach us, and our Religion too, for our Un- 
faithfulneſs, Inconſtancy, Injuſtice, &c; nor look upon his, 
which hath been the chief among theſe Provinces, only 
as a Taunt and Reproach, and a Warning to them and 
others. | 

And if we will indeed, now hear and obey the Voice 
of the LORD, then will this be a Faſt that the LORD 
hath chofen, a Faſt indeed and an acceptable Day to the 
LORD: And that ſhall be fulfilled to us which is written, 
Hai. Ivin. 8 13. Then ſhall thy Light break forth as 
the Morning, and thy Health ſball ſpring forth ſpeedily, &c. 

And the ſorrowful Occaſions of our Faſts will be taken 
away, and they be turned into chearful Feaſts, as the 
Faſts of the Jews were, Zech. viii. 16 19. with 
which I cloſe. Theſe are the Things that ye ſhall do, 
Speak ye every Man the Truth to his Neighbour : Execute 
the Judgment of Truth and Peace in your Gates, And 
let none of you imagine Evil in your Hearts againſt his 
Neighbour, and love no falſe Oath : for all theſe are 
' Things that ] hate, faith the LORD. And the Word of 
' the LORD of Hoſts came unto me, ſaying, Thus ſaith the 
TOR D of Hoſts, The Faſt of the fourth Month, and the 
' Faſt of the fifth, and the Faſt of the ſeventh, and the Faſt 
| of the tenth ſhall be to the Houſe of Fudah Foy and Gladneſs, 
and chearful Feaſts ; therefore love the Truth and Peace. 
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